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The Food Bank on display at Columbia 
City Hall; staff, local celebrities online

Allen Williamson and LaKeisha Wilson are co-supervisors 
of The Food Bank’s Warehouse, the central hub of all food 
bank operations. It is the heart of The Food Bank, and they 
know they could not manage it on an empty stomach. They 
also know that their management of Warehouse operations 
is helping to solve hunger on a daily basis.

Development Officer Nic Rogers knows that making a gift is 
a great way to help solve hunger.

Williamson’s, Wilson’s and Rogers’ stories are among
dozens going online in September to help spread 
awareness about The Food Bank’s mission.

The campaign asks staff members and local celebrities to 
share what they could not do on an empty stomach and 
what they can do to help solve hunger. In addition to the 
special web page, The Food Bank will also feature some 

of the photos in a public exhibit at Columbia City Hall along 
with other items that represent our mission.  See photos of 
the exhibit in this issue.

The exhibit and accompanying blog celebrate The Food 
Bank’s 35th anniversary, as well as Hunger Action Month. 

“Coach Barry Odom, Columbia City Manager Mike Matthes, 
Marissa Hollowed and Joey Parker from ABC 17 News 
are just some of the familiar faces we recruited to help us 
celebrate these two very special occasions,” said Bobbie 
Kincade, associate director. “We also included employees 
because we want the public to understand just how 
important our team members are in the fight against hunger 
in our community.”

The City Hall exhibit is open to the public during normal 
working hours. It will be up through Oct. 3.



The Food Bank served nearly 700 meals at a back-to-
school event hosted at Derby Ridge Elementary. Bobbie 
Kincade, associate director, Stacey Brown, children’s 
programs coordinator and Kimberly Kent, special events 
coordinator, along with Michael Yetman, outreach 
coordinator and Kyle Hughley, food drive coordinator, 
worked at the three-hour event. Kincade and Yetman 
worked the grill while Brown, Hughley and Kent helped 
distribute meals and keep track of the number served. 
Hot dogs, cheese sticks, apple sauce, milk, rice krispy 
treats and juice boxes were distributed to parents and 
children. The event also featured games, a DJ and 
performances by school groups.

The Food Bank is now partnering with Got Food?, a new 
web application that allows residents to find food pantries 
near them based on a GPS system.

The app was created by an Illinois teen, James Mathew, 
and his brother. Mathew got the idea after a woman 
approached him on the street and asked him if he knew 
where the nearest food pantry was. According to the 
Columbia Missourian, which featured the app, the encoun-
ter gave him a new appreciation of food insecurity.

Outreach Coordinator Michael Yetman helped get The 
Food Bank’s partner pantries and congregate sites from 
across our 32-county service area on the app.

For those who do not have smartphones, there is also a 
website, gotfood.us, that allows users to find food based on 
ZIP code.

“It’s such a simple way to look up information,” Yetman 
said. “Our goal with this is to have another way for people 
to be aware of how to locate food.” 

The Food Bank partners with new Got Food? app



“It feels good to work on behalf of kids, 
seniors, Veterans and those who need 
help.”

At Work: Kimberly Kent is wrapping 
up her first year as events coordi-
nator, which means she has a busy 
season coming up. Kimberly is espe-
cially looking forward to Partnership 
Against Hunger and the One for One 
Food Drive, both of which are 12-hour 
events to raise funds and food for 
those in need during the holidays. “It’s 
fun to see for 12 straight hours the 
support we have for The Food Bank.”

While the events are fun, she says, she 
especially enjoys seeing the outcomes. 
“Once it’s over, it is great to see the 
pounds raised or funds raised to benefit 
those in need in our service area.”

Kimberly has seven years of 
experience in community relations, 
having worked at Columbia College 
and, prior to that, A.T. Still University in 
Kirksville.

“The mission of The Food Bank drew 
me here,” she says. “It was a great 
opportunity.”

Outside of Work: Kimberly had her 
second child in January, so much of 
her time is spent chasing two young 
daughters. She and her husband are 
also in the process of moving. In her 
free times, she enjoys baking and 
crafting.

As Part of The Food Bank Team: “We 
work well together,” Kimberly says. 
“We are definitely family oriented. We 

 

take interest in one another’s lives 
personally as well as professionally.”

Spotlight on Staff: Kimberly Kent

The Food Bank is on display at Columbia City Hall for our 35th anniversary and Hunger Action Month. The exhibit 
showcases Buddy Packs, photos of local leaders, our Score campaign and our VIP Veteran Pack program.



Before The Food 
Bank: Bruce has had 
a number of careers, 
including working at 
a Christian ministry 
recovery center, as 
a teacher and as an 
accountant.

Family: He and his 
wife, Suzanne, have 
two kids, 10 and 9.

Hobbies: He enjoys 
trails, hiking, chess 
and reading, but 
mainly spending time 
with his children.

Before The Food 
Bank: With five chil-
dren at home, Lee 
has been a pretty 
busy stay-at-home 
mom until joining The 
Food Bank.

Family: In addition to 
her children, ages 14, 
9, 5, 4 and 7 months, 
Lee is engaged to 
Steve Ratliff.

Hobbies: Lee loves 
baking and reading 
anything other than 
science fiction. 

Before The Food 
Bank: Kimball hauled 
grain for a farm in 
Paris.

Family: He and his 
wife, Denise, have 
four children; a recent 
high school graduate 
and triplets who will be 
seniors this year.

Hobbies: Kimball 
enjoys salvaging and 
collecting things. He 
also likes to work 
around the yard and 
home.

New (and fairly new) faces at The Food Bank
We’ve welcomed several new employees since January. Get to know them a little better! 

Kimball SaliSbury lee JohnSon

Before The Food 
Bank: Danielle 
worked at the front 
desk and in 
housekeeping at 
Candelwood Suites.

Family: Danielle’s 
parents live in 
LaPlata. She has a 
brother who travels 
as a welder.

Hobbies: Danielle 
enjoys painting and 
hiking.

Danielle boren bruce Wallace

Before The Food Bank: 
Janese worked at 
Stephens College after a 
14-year career in 
journalism.

Family: She has a 
husband, Curtis.

Hobbies: Janese likes 
watching too much 
television, especially 
The Lawrence Welk 
Show and Sylvester 
Stallone movies.

JaneSe Silvey

NO STAFF LUNCHEON 
THIS MONTH
Because of scheduling conflicts, there will be no 
staff luncheon this month.

Please watch for details of the September 
luncheon in the next Inside Scoop.

The all-staff meeting will be held as planned at 2 
p.m. Thursday, Aug. 25. Please plan to attend.



Before The Food Bank: 
Christina was HR 
Coordinator at Veter-
an’s United.

Family: She and her 
husband, Rod, have 
two daughters, 14 and 
12.

Hobbies: Christina runs, 
cooks, makes soap, 
gardens, rehabilitates 
furniture, serves on 
the board of City of 
Refuge and volunteers 
at Loaves and Fishes 
Soup Kitchen.

Before The Food 
Bank: Justin was a 
sous chef at Double 
Tree Hilton Inn in 
Jefferson City.

Family: He has a 
wife, Tenisha.

Hobbies: Justin likes 
music, sports and 
cooking. His 
specialty is preparing 
a  North African 
Moroccan chicken 
dish with a beurre 
blanc sauce. 

JuStin brySon

Before The Food 
Bank: Martha worked 
as events coordinator, 
writer and editor at 
MU and for the UM 
System.

Family: She and her 
husband, Bob, have 
two sons in college 
and a daughter in 
high school. 

Hobbies: Martha likes 
staying active and 
loves walks on the 
beach.

Before The Food 
Bank: Grace worked 
at Big Brothers/Big 
Sisters as an Ameri-
Corps member/volun-
teer coordinator.

Family: She is the 
youngest of three. Her 
family resides in North 
Dakota. 

Hobbies: Grace likes 
exploring parks and 
trails, and she likes 
board games and 
Mario Cart.Grace borhart martha brenDel

chriStina Dabelmont

New (and fairly new) faces at The Food Bank

Kimberly Kent, events 
coordinator, and Janese 
Silvey, communications 
coordinator, set up a Buddy 
Pack-themed display in a 
Callaway County Bank 
window in downtown 
Fulton earlier this month. 
The exhibit was open for 
a week and corresponded 
with a Buddy Pack appeal 
that has brought in money 
to help feed children on 
weekends who rely on 
free or reduced-price lunch 
at school.


