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Children’s Programs Coordinator Stacey Brown and 
Agency Relations Coordinator Barbara Borntrager recently 
atttended a Feeding America conference in Chicago.

Brown said she learned about fascinating new trends in 
children’s programming, including a rise in the popularity of 
school pantries at the elementary level.

Borntrager attended sessions enouraging agency relations 
employees to better collaborate with regional coordinators 
in order to maximize fundraising opportunities for local 
communities.  

Both also said they made connections with counterparts at 
other food banks that they can keep in touch with. “Every 
one is friendly and happy to answer questions,” Borntrager 

said. “And they ask you questions, so you’re helping, too.”

Brown and Borntrager both received scholarships to help 
cover expenses. 

Of course, there was time to explore the city, as well. 
Brown and Borntrager participated in an architectural boat 
trip and had a chance to visit the Navy Pier.  

Feeding America has several conferences throughout the 
year. Next month, Outreach Coordinator Michael  Yetman 
will attend Feeding America’s Mobilizing the Public 
conference and will be among panelists at a forum about 
the use of social media. Donor Relations Officer Nic Rogers 
and Communications Coordinator Janese Silvey will also 
attend.

Feeding America conference provides 
training, network opportunities 



New staff shirts to feature 
area map, counties
Each employee to receive one at 

no charge, additional shirts 
available for purchase

The Food Bank will be placing an order for new staff 
T-shirts soon.

The shirts will have The Food Bank logo on the front. 

The back will feature the State of Missouri with our service 
area outlined. Inside the lines are the names of each coun-
ty, as well as the names of our programs and tag lines such 
as “sharing food” and “bringing hope.”

“We thought this would be a fun way to represent all of our 
counties while showing people just how much of the State 
of Missouri we service,” said Kimberly Kent, special events 
coordinator. “We think they will generate conversation.”

Employees should get their preferred shirt size and 
preferred color to Kent by July 29. Additional shirts may be 
purchased for $7 each. Please include any additional shirt 
sizes, colors and payment by the July 29 deadline.

Available colors: Antique Sapphire (pictured on shirt), 
Purple, Heather Purple, Cardinal Red, Heather Irish Green, 

Heather Gray

“I think it’s good to give Veterans a 
helping hand. They helped us out.”

At Work: Jonathon Pry, or J.P. 
as most people refer to him, will 
celebrate his one-year anniver-
sary at The Food Bank in Sep-
tember. Prior to that, Pry worked 
as a toolmaker for 17 years 
then in the roofing industry. He 
says the unpredictable hours of 
roofing prompted him to come to 
The Food Bank, where he works 
regular shifts. Pry has a Class A 
license, allowing him to drive The 
Food Bank’s larger semi trucks, 
which he uses to deliver food to 
pantries, soup kitchens and other 
agencies in the southern half of 
The Food Bank’s service area. 

Outside of Work: Pry enjoys 
exercise and spending time with 
his two sons, ages 24 and 28.

As Part of The Food Bank 

Team: Pry is known for coming 
in, doing his job to the best of his 
ability and leaving at the end of 
the day feeling good about the 
work he put in. He said he wish-
es more low-income people un-
derstood how easy it is to access 
The Food Bank’s pantries. Pry 
knows of some recently unem-
ployed individuals and assured 
them that they are eligible to 
receive food from our pantries.

Spotlight on Staff: Jonathon Pry

The Food Bank staff celebrated the birth of 
Associate Director Bobbie Kincade on Monday. 
Her birthday was on July 16.



Shelley Becker is gearing up to 
help select Boone County’s next fair 
Queen.

She is one of four judges and the only 
to participate in both the interview 
process this past weekend and the 
crowning ceremony Tuesday during 
the Boone County Fair. 

In addition to crowning a queen, she 
will also help name the Fair Teen and 
Fair Princess.

It is the second time Becker has 
participated in the pageant. 

For Becker, a lifelong Boone County 
resident, former elected official and 
radio personality, being a part of the 
fair is all about community.

“I’m a big believer in hometown,” she 
said. “Bloom where you’re planted.”
Her participation will also promote The 
Food Bank brand as her bio will be 
read during the public event. That is a 
role she takes seriously.

“It’s important that I reflect the qualities 
and standards of our brand,” she said. 

Becker is quick to correct any notion 
that a fair queen contest is the same 
as a beauty pageant. Boone County’s 
next queen needs to articulate why 
she should be the one who represents 
the area and must be comfortable in 
the limelight.

“It takes a lot of guts to put yourself 
out there,” Becker said. “That should 
be applauded.”

The fair runs July 19 – 23 at the 
fairgrounds in Sturgeon.

Becker to help select county’s next queen

The comfortable new benches and tables in the Volunteer Room and Volunteer Break Room are making life a little easier 
for older volunteers and employees who just need to take a break.

The booths were removed earlier this month from the Shelter Insurance Home Office cafeteria, which recently underwent 
remodeling. Prior to that, they were used at Piccadilly’s until the late 1980s. 

Daryle Bascom, Allen Williamson, Nic Rogers and Darren White transported the more than 10 booth sets from the Shelter 
office. The Food Bank team and donation were also featured in Shelter’s July staff newsletter.



Uenny Kim has been surprised by many things since 
arriving in the U.S. for the first time ever last month, not the 
least of which has been the generosity of those around her 
at Central Pantry.

“This is a meaningful place with kind people,” she said. 
“Very respectful.”

Kim, who is from South Korea, is working at Central Pantry 
as part of an exchange program through the University of 
Missouri’s Asian Affairs Center. The idea is to provide 
participants the opportunity to test their English language 
skills in an immersive environment.

Kim is not the only one to benefit from the experience. 
Central Pantry clients have also enjoyed meeting someone 
from another country, said Sean Ross, pantry manager.

“It’s cool for clients to meet and have conversations with 
her,” he said. “The whole point is communication, so I’ve 
been encouraging her to interact with clients. She has only 
heard English spoken by other Asians, so it’s good for her 
to hear different dialects.”

Kim says she understands about 60% of what is being said 
around her, but added that her English has improved in the 
past few weeks.

This is the second year Central Pantry has participated in 
the exchange program.

Exchange student impressed with Central Pantry

The Food Bank will participate in Feeding America’s national 
Hunger Action Month this September, which will also mark 
the organization’s 35th annivesary.

To celebrate, The Food Bank will be on display at Columbia 
City Hall. The exhibit will include informational materials 
about our programs and statistic.

Additionally, we are asking local celebrities to tell us what 
they can do to solve hunger or what they cannot do on an 
empty stomach. Photos of these area leaders will be 
included in the display cases. In addition to Buddy, 
particpants include Presiding Commissioner Dan Atwill, 
Columbia Public Schools Superintendent Peter Stiepleman 
and TV personalities Marissa Hollowed and Joey Parker.

“It is important to help the community understand that 
nothing runs on empty, including people,” said Lindsay 
Young Lopez, executive director, said. “We think this exhibit 
will be a great way to take The Food Bank out into the city 
and perhaps generate some new relationships.”

The exhibit will be in City Hall from Aug. 22 through Oct. 3.

The Food Bank to be on display 
as part of Hunger Action Month


