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It is the end of an era at The Food Bank.

Marion Ballard, who has volunteered five days a week 
since 2006, has retired.

Employees, fellow volunteers, family and friends gathered 
to celebrate his contributions to The Food Bank on May 19, 
giving him and his wife, Shirley, a standing ovation for their 
volunteer efforts.

“The Food Bank family loves you and will miss you terribly,” 
Executive Director Lindsay Young Lopez said during her 
remarks.

Ballard was born in Bagnell, Mo., in 1924. He was drafted 
into the Army in 1943 and served until 1946. The following 
year, he earned a degree in agriculture from the University 
of Missouri and began teaching in Osceola, where he met 
Shirley.

The couple moved to Columbia in 1954, where they raised 
three daughters and a son, all of whom graduated from 
Hickman High School.

Ballard retired from a position at MU in 1987.

In the volunteer room, Ballard has logged more than 
10,000 hours and has helped assemble 128,000 senior 
boxes--an investment of time and labor that surpasses any 
other individual or group.

In addition to repacking food, Ballard also helped the 
volunteer staff fix equipment when needed, and he loaned 
The Food Bank his truck to pick up pears and apples from 
area orchards.

Ballard has also made an impact on fellow volunteers. 
During his retirement reception, several praised him for 
showing them the ropes and for making volunteering a 
positive experience.

Last year, an anonymous donor made a $10,000 
contribution in the Ballards’ honor, creating the Marion and 
Shirley Ballard Buddy Pack Fund.

“Marion has made a lasting impact,” Lopez said. “The Food 
Bank is a better operation because of his contributions.”

Ballard bids farewell to The Food Bank

Far left: The 
Ballards 
with Teresa 
Coleman, Emily 
Harrell, John 
Itschner and 
Taylor Perry. 
Top: With 
Melanie Lake. 
Left: With Neal 
Loyd.



Bubby the Bear, who travels among Columbia non-profits spread-
ing good cheer, hung out at The Food Bank for a week. In addition 
to volunteering, driving a forklift and manning the front desk, Bubby 
also sneaked into Lindsay Young Lopez’s office, made friends with 
Reggie Landon and Kimberly Kent, learned about food ordering 
with Don Moore and told some tall tales at lunch with Shelley 
Becker, Barbara Borntrager, Kyle Hughley and Marjani Holt. You 
can follow Bubby the Bear’s future adventures in Columbia on his 
Facebook page.

Bubby, Columbia’s traveling 
bear, visits The Food Bank



Staff enjoyed a Mexican-themed 
luncheon in the Volunteer Break 
Room last month.  Pictured from 
top, Nic Rogers and DeWaldon 
Frazier; Marjani Holt; Keisha 
Wilson and Allen Williamson; 
Stacey Brown and Shelley 
Becker; Bobbie Kincade, Michael 
Yetman and Kimberly Kent and 
Michael Johnson.



Barbecue Luncheon
12 p.m. Friday, June 17
Outside of shop area

June Board of Directors Meeting
Strategic Planning Session
11:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Tuesday, June 28 
Community Room

June All-Staff Meeting
2 p.m. Thursday, June 30
Community Room

Upcoming Events

Warehouse News

From the Safety Committee
Forklift safety is of utmost importance 
at The Food Bank.

Statistically, 90% of all forklifts in op-
eration will be involved in a workplace 
accident at some point, and 80% of 
those accidents involve pedestrians. 
One of six workplace fatalities are 
forklift related.

Forklifts are clearly an important part 

of our Warehouse operations. 

Here are some ways we can prevent 
those accidents. 

For those operating forklifts:
• Fasten seatbelt
• Sound horn when rounding  

corners
• Always look in the direction of 

travel and travel in reverse if sight 

is blocked
• Lower forks to the ground when 

parking

For pedestrians in the Warehouse:
• Be vigilant and watch for forklifts
• Give forklifts the right-of-way  

unless otherwise directed
• Heed horn warnings and move 

out of the way if forklift is in your 
vicinity

• Welcome new employees Lee 
Johnson and Danielle Boren, as well 
as part-time employees John Duncan, 
Lonelle McKissic and Justin Bryson.

Congratulations to LaKeshia Wilson, center, who celebrated her 10-year 
anniversary at The Food Bank last month. Wilson was recognized at the all-
staff meeting. She is pictured with Executive Director Lindsay Young Lopez and 
Director of Operations Daryle Bascom.

A decade of service

June Birthdays
Daryle Bascom - June 2
John Itschner - June 12
Travis Sappington - June 17
Melanie Lake - June 18
Kyle Hughley - June 28

Kyle Hughley, food drive 
coordinator, recently picked 
up more than 600 pounds of 
fresh onions and radishes from 
the Boonville Correctional 
Center. The fresh produce is part 
of the Missouri Department of 
Corrections’ Restorative Justice 
Garden Program, which allows 
inmates to grow and harvest 
fresh fruits and vegetables for 
community organizations. 

Produce Pick-Up


